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people's lives, gravely injured 90,000, and 250,000 less seri-
ously. This week another road safety campaign called "Think
Ahead" was launched with the usual homilies and prepackaged
publicity. Of course we must hope it will succeed. But of
course we know it won't succeed and w7hen we hear it hasn't
we shan't be surprised or really care. At least we shan't care
enough to do what has to be done to make the roads safe. How
many men and women and children who are now happily
packing their picnic baskets and preparing for a holiday week-
end will be dead or maimed before we all go back to work on
Tuesday ? Certainly hundreds. We know that. And we repress
the secret hope that lies in all our hearts that it will be some-
body else who will be involved and not us.

They sometimes say there are no great causes left. But here
is a great cause waiting for its champions. Until enough people
demand a change of policy the slaughter and the bereavement
and the waste will go on. Any Minister of Transport who
really decided to take road safety seriously would have to
brace himself for the most bitter hostility from the unthinking
worshippers of the Motor God. He would be attacked as being
"anti-motorist" and for restricting personal freedom and for
trying to legislate for a new morality. The pressure groups that
surround the motor industry would lobby ferociously against
him until even the Gallup Polls began to reflect the ambi-
valence of our society when forced to decide what
price in personal inconvenience it is prepared to pay to save
Eves.

The key to a real policy for road safety lies in the acceptance
of one single simple principle: that those who own vehicles
and use our roads must expect the same sort of safety control
that we take for granted when we are dealing with safety at
sea5 safety on the railways, or safety in the air. The implica-
tions of accepting that principle are very far-reaching indeed.

It would mean for example that no manufacturers would